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Sri Lanka Society New Year Celebration 2018
The year was the 40th Annual Sinhala and Tamil New Year celebration for the Sri Lanka
Society of Queensland. This festive evening was an enjoyable one for everyone present.
This is the time to embrace cultural diversity. The gathering at this function showed the
cultural ties. Many people were gathered together to celebrate, irrespective of race,
colour or religion. This year the function was held on the 21st of April at the Mansfield
Function Centre.

The opening ceremony commenced with the arrival of the chief guests. The guests came
into the hall in a procession, led by the Sri Lanka Society Hewisi Band. This procession was
very significant and very moving. The chief guests were presented with bouquets and
garlands. This was followed by all the traditional ceremonies of a New Year Day function.

The function was attended by Mr Lal Wickramatunge, Consul General for Sri Lanka in NSW
and Queensland; Mrs Corinne McMillan MP, Member for Mansfield representing the
Minister for Local Government, Minister for Racing and Minister for Multicultural Affairs;
Councillor Steven Huang, Councillor for MacGregor, representing the Lord Mayor of
Brisbane; Councillor Angela Owen, Councillor for Calamvale Ward, Chairman of Council,
Mr Steve Biddle, Regional Director Queensland, Department of Home Affairs & Dr Julianne
Biddle; Mr Anton Swan, Honorary Consul for Sri Lanka in Queensland.
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The atmosphere was very touching to the people present. The traditional lighting of the
oil lamp was done by the invitees. The Conch Shell was blown in the traditional manner,
followed by the Magul Bera. These musical sounds made everyone present feel as if they
were back home celebrating this special occasion. There was also the traditional boiling of
milk on the stage accompanied by the rhythmic beat of the Rabana.

The welcome speech was delivered by the President of SLSQ, Mrs Gothami Meepe and
then the invited guests delivered their speeches which were very interesting.

The celebration went very well. The occasion was graced by messages and the presence of
the chief guests. The function hall was packed with attendees. All present seemed to have
enjoyed the evening.

The concert had a variety of items and very colourful costumes. The drumming group was
fantastic, some of them with brand new drums from Sri Lanka. The Pooja dance invokes
the blessings of goddess Saraswathi and Nadananjali offers salutation to God, the Guru
and the esteemed audience. Folk dance Ape Gamata Avrudda Avilla, showcases the true
spirit of Sri Lankan New Year and celebrates our spectacular culture and traditions. Soorya
Mangalye depicts the festive spirit and cultural rituals that begins with the dawn of the
New Year. Ves dance originating from a dance ritual known as the Kohomba Kankariya is a
famous traditional Kandyan dance style in Sri Lanka. It is only performed by male dancers.
The dance focuses on dynamism. The musical item, Songs of Lanka, was a wonderful mix
of songs about Sri Lanka and was performed by 3 young talented musicians and a sing-
along ‘Avurudu Kale Sathuta Sagare’ had the whole audience singing with them.



Vote of thanks was given by the Vice President, Mrs Namal Wijeratne. This was followed
by a really good floor show performed by Ruwan and Rasika.

After the formal part of the function there was a sumptuous buffet dinner with a typical
Sri Lankan festival menu with great flavour. Mansfield Function Centre caterers supplied
this meal also with an array of delicious desserts.

The dance floor was packed with the guests enjoying dancing to the music of DJ Rush. The
people present at this function really had a great time.

The money raised from selling the raffle tickets will be donated to FSOQ for shipping of
hospital beds to be used in rural hospitals in Sri Lanka and a suitable charity in Sri Lanka.

The management committee of Sri Lanka Society of Queensland wishes to thank all the
teachers, performers, sponsors, technicians, volunteers and all those who attended the
function and made it a memorable evening.

Persis Ranasinghe
Secretary Sri Lanka Society of Queensland



Yabru First Nations Welcoming 
Ceremony for the Commonwealth Games

By Namal Wijeratne

On 1st April Sri Lanka Society of Qld Drumming troupe performed at GC2018 Yabru First
Nations Welcoming ceremony at Dreamworld, Coomera. This welcoming ceremony
provided an unique opportunity for the Yugambeh language group, the traditional
custodians of the land on which GC2018 was held to welcome all First Nations people.

The President and Vice President of the Society along with the drumming teacher Ashani
Jayawardene and performers: Pamudi Widana Pathirana, Chamelee Bogoda, Thanu
Gunawardene, Samanthi Suraweera, Givantha Amarasekera, Ayesh Ratnayake and Sajith
Meepe attended the ceremony.
Yugambeh dancers performed a ceremonial welcoming dance “Gari Gynda Narmi”, and the
“Fire Dance” which is also known as the Smoking Ceremony. The Smoking Ceremony is to
cleanse those coming onto Yugambeh country.

Then each country representative was invited to exchange a gift with the Yugambeh
people. Gothami Meepe presented a plaque of a drummer to signify the drumming troupe
and also presented them with the gift given by the Sri Lankan Commonwealth games team
to represent Sri Lanka. The welcoming gift from the Yugambeh people were “Yugambeh
Fire Sticks” which signifies the importance of fire in order to sustain life.



The First Nations representatives were invited to perform their cultural performances. The
SLSQ drumming troupe’s performance was warmly welcomed by the audience. There were
also performances by the New Zealand and Canada along with presentations by other
countries.

At the end of the ceremony all guests were treated for dinner - a traditional Kup Murri food
experience. The welcoming ceremony was an unforgettable experience for all the
participants and we are thankful for the invitation to participate in this event.

Mr Maxwell De Silva, the manager representing the Sri Lanka team at the Yabru invited all
the participants to the Athletes Village, to meet the Medal winning team of Weight Lifters
from Sri Lanka. Those lucky enough to have the day off had a memorable tour of the
Athletes Village and met the team of Weight lifters and the officials who graciously
organised them to have a tour of the Village.



A note on the History of Sri Lanka 
Society of Queensland

By Victor Gunesekera

Sri Lankans had come to Queensland to work in several industries long before the
formation of the Commonwealth of Australia in 1901. It adopted the “White Australia
Policy” which ended new migration from Sri Lanka. This was relaxed in 1946 to allow those
of mixed parentage which saw many Burghers migrate, some to Queensland. It was the
repeal of the discriminatory law in 1972 which permitted regular migrations to
Queensland. The Sri Lanka Society of Queensland was formed six years later following an
initiative of the late Mr Purachattra Abaysiriwardena (popularly known as Pat Abey). Its
inaugural meeting was held on 29 October 1978 at which its Constitution was adopted and
the first Executive Committee elected with Pat Abey as President (a position he held until
he retired in 2000) and Don Dias Jayasinghe as Secretary. The objectives of the Society
were substantially the same as those now prevailing, it soon had a membership of 100.

Within the first year of its existence it organized several activities including a picnic at
Belmont Park (Nov. 1978), a day trip to Stanmore (March 1979), a cricket match with the
India Club (May 1979), a film night (June 1979), and a lunch-hour Exhibition of handicrafts,
jewellery etc. at King George Square (August 1979).



The Society celebrated its first Sinhala and Tamil New Year on 11 April 1979 at which Sri
Lankan sweets and tea were served and a variety concert of cultural items performed. On
6 August 1979 a dinner with an attendance of 180 people was organized to welcome the
Sri Lankan High Commissioner to Australia Mr Dias Abeysinghe and Mrs Abeysinghe to
Brisbane. He was on his first official visit to Queensland. In subsequent years similar
activities were undertaken with the celebration of Sinhala and Tamil New Year occupying
a significant place.

The small size of the Society in its early days promoted a sense of camaraderie and many
friendships were formed which have lasted up to the present time. Society functions were
largely do-it-yourself affairs with the food provided by the members, with little catering by
commercial providers. Many were the hours of unpaid labour provided by the members,
especially the ladies, in this task.

There was a high sense of commitment amongst these pioneering members. There was
no shortage of people who volunteered to hold the key positions on the Committee.
Generally elections to the Committee was by consensus with very little competition for
positions and no canvassing. This tradition has by and large been preserved by the Society
in the whole of its history.

When the first President of the Society Pat Abey launched a project to start a club-house
for the Society there was an enthusiastic response with many members contributing
generously. Unfortunately this move proved to be abortive, partly due to the losses
incurred in the stock market crashes of the 1980s which considerably deflated the value
of the funds accumulated by the Society.

The highlight of the activity of this initial period was the role played by the Society in the
XII Commonwealth Games in 1982 (in which year the Society was incorporated). Many
segments of the growing Multi Cultural community of Brisbane gave cultural displays in
the opening ceremony. The task of representing Sri Lanka fell to the Society. Only a
limited number of groups was chosen to give performances and Sri Lanka was one of
these (even India was left out). At the event the Sri Lankan segment was acclaimed one of
the best, and gave considerable publicity to the Society. Twenty-two girls and young ladies
participated in the presentation. They were trained by a teacher from Canberra, as none
were available locally. Local members with artistic talent devised their striking costumes.
It was as a result of this experience that the Society started its Drum Ensemble, another
first for the Society. This was the first time that a group of amateurs dedicated to
demonstrating the traditional drums of Sri Lanka played in Brisbane.



A unique aspect of the Society was to act as a bridge between its members and the
Australian community at large. This communication was done in many ways. The principal
one was the Annual Ball which attracted a large non-Sri Lankan attendance. This Ball was
subsequently renamed the Charity Ball and the net proceeds were distributed to charities
both in Australia and Sri Lanka. The Society also helped Sri Lanka in many other ways
donating equipment to schools and hospitals and aid to Tsunami victims.

The Society co-operated with other organizations like the Queensland Association for Sri
Lankan Unity (which was active during the separatist war in Sri Lanka), the Sri Lanka
branch of Ethnic Radio (4EB) and the Sri Lanka Sports Association.

[Acknowledgment: (1) Scrapbook of late Mrs Paula Fernando; (2) “Silver Jubilee of the
Society”, Sri Lanka Society Newsletter, April 2003.]



Sri Lanka Society of Queensland 2018 
Sinhala / Tamil New Year Celebration

This function was held on the 21st of April at the Mansfield Tavern. The Celebration started
with the Hevisi band accompanying the distinguished guests. Followed by boiling of the
milk to dawn a prosperous new year to the sound of Rabana playing.

Then there were inspiring speeches from the invited guests followed by a cultural concert
that included dancing (Sinhala/ Tamil and contemporary), singing and drumming. Thank
you to the dedicated students and teachers for such a high standard of entertainment
including colourful costumes made specifically for each item.

The tables were adorned with lanterns and Rasa Kavili. Buffet style delicious traditional Sri
Lankan dinner and dessert was served. The dance floor was open with Baila music and
Western music for everyone to enjoy with and without partners.

Funds were raised through raffle ticket sales to send reconditioned hospital beds to Sri
Lankan hospitals. The program and tickets were sponsored by generous local businesses. It
was fantastic to see so many new and young faces and of course many of the veteran faces
of this society as each generation hands over to the next generation to keep the traditions
alive.

Big thank you to the management committee of Sri Lanka Society of Queensland for your
long hours of volunteer services to bring this function together. I first attended these
functions with my parents as a teenage girl in 1988 when we first moved to Brisbane and
at that stage had some involvement in dancing. Even when we were in Cairns, member of
this society Mr Dharme Ratnayake sent us costumes to do our Kandyan dancing at a
multicultural festival there.



I took nearly a 20 year hiatus from these functions as I raised my young children and had to
focus on my marriage and career. Now I am proud to be involved again since 2011
including my daughter being invited to sing the Australian National Anthem on 3 occasions
and myself invited to play the Rabana twice. What I like about the Sri Lanka Society of
Queensland is that it is inclusive of Sri Lankans of all ethnic origins- Sinhala, Tamil,
Buddhist, Muslim, Burgher whilst also welcoming the wider Australian community.

Sri Lankan community in Brisbane is so strong when we come together to celebrate our
cultural heritage leaving all our differences and comparisons aside and focus on fun and
respect for each other.

Grateful member of SLSQ

Samantha Ranasinghe

SEEKING WORK FOR AN ELDERLY SRI LANKAN ASYLUM SEEKER

A Community Gateway Officer at Access Community Services has been trying to assist an elderly Asylum
Seeker from Sri Lanka who is in Australia alone. While he understands some English he has not had much
luck searching for his own employment due to his circumstances.

She is reaching out to see if anyone in our community might have a few hours of work a week for him. He
has said he is physically fit - and willing to wash dishes or possibly gardening. To her knowledge he has
full work rights in Australia.

While he has for now, secured stable housing - he is still without income. With such minimal expenses
even 3 hours of work would make a massive difference and enable him to buy food for himself.

If able to help in anyway please send an email to Summer.Hancock@accesscommunity.com.au or contact
any SLSQ member.

mailto:Summer.Hancock@accesscommunity.com.au






Sri Lanka Society of Queensland Inc. 

Membership Application Form 

Objectives of the Society 

1. To promote harmonious co-operation and friendship amongst immigrants from Sri Lanka and Australians 
irrespective of racial, religious, political and other differences. 

2. To preserve, promote and project the culture of Sri Lanka. 

3. To render assistance to students and immigrants from Sri Lanka. 

4. To encourage and foster recreational, sporting and social activities. 

5. To publish and circulate news of Sri Lanka and local events. 

6. To render assistance to the people of Sri Lanka in times of need, at the discretion of the Management 
Committee. 

Name (with preferred title)…………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Postal address: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Telephone: ………………………………………………………… 

Email…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

Category (please tick)   Family ($20)          Single ($10)             Concession Family ($10)  

Concession single ($5)         

I apply for the membership of Sri Lanka Society of Queensland Inc.  under the category marked above. I agree 
with the objectives and the rules of the society. 

The relevant fee is enclosed, herewith. 

……………………………………………………………      ……………………….. 

Signature         Date 

I need a printed copy of the newsletter         (This option is for those members who have no access to email) 

Payments can be made by Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT). 

Account Name  :  Sri Lanka Society of Queensland Inc. BSB: 06 4000 Acc: Number: 10725278 

Bank: Commonwealth Bank, Queen Street, Brisbane.   

Please include your name in reference field and email completed membership form to Sri Lanka Society of 
Queensland, PO Box 15099, CITY EAST, BRISBANE, QLD 4002.  Email: secretary@srilankansqld.org 
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