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Presidents Message 

Hermin Goonetilleke 
 
The Sri Lanka Society celebrated the New Year on 23 April. 
This is our flagship function and we were proud to have the 
Sri Lankan High Commissioner, Consul General and Honorary 
Consul and senior representatives from State Government, 
and Brisbane City Council in attendance. An article about the 
function followed by photographs is given in the following 
pages.  
 
As you will be aware Sri Lanka experienced devastating 
floods with lives lost and people left homeless.  Federation of 
Sri Lankan Organisations in Queensland (FSOQ) of which the 
Society is a member and the Sri Lankan Group of Radio 4EB 
has taken the initiative to raise funds to assist those affected. 
The funds raised by both will be given to Foundation of Good-
ness in Sri Lanka. If you wish to obtain information about this 
group and its founder Kushil Gunasekera, their website is 
http://www.unconditionalcompassion.org/whoweare.php . The 
Society has contributed funds to both FSOQ and Radio 4EB. If 
you wish to contribute funds to either one of these and wish 
to have a contact, please ring me on 3396 9061. 
 
FSOQ is having a fundraiser to send beds to rural hospitals in 
Sri Lanka. Details are provided in the Newsletter. 
  
The management committee of the Society is proposing to 
have a Members and Friends Night. When the details are final-
ised, I will let you know. I hope you will be able to attend. 
 
Most members pay their annual subscription at the AGM or 
the New Year function. If you were unable to attend either 
your subscription are due now.  The annual subscription rates 
for each category and the Society bank account details to EFT 
are on the last page of the Newsletter. If you pay the subscrip-
tion in this manner, can you please let us know by email to 
secretary@srilankansqld.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 

Committee Members 2016  

President   Hermin Goonetilleke         

Vice President Gothami Meepe 

Secretary   Persis Ranasinghe   

Treasurer  Jayamani Soysa 

Cultural Secretary Dulanjalee Perera 

Publication Secretary Jayampathy Tennakoon    

Commitee  Ronnie Anandappa     Chamitha    
Weerasinghe Neela Matthews, Namal Wijeratne 

Auditors  David Adams   

Worst Flood in 25 Years in Sri Lanka  

mailto:secretary@srilankansqld.org
http://www.srilankansqld.org
http://www.unconditionalcompassion.org/whoweare.php
mailto:secretary@srilankansqld.org
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwij1tWI1ZzNAhVFYaYKHVhuC34QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Findianexpress.com%2Farticle%2Fworld%2Fworld-news%2Fsri-lanka-flash-floods-nearly-40-killed-200-feared-buried-i
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiBr5ny1ZzNAhUhUKYKHQFnDssQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.straitstimes.com%2Fasia%2Fsouth-asia%2Fsri-lanka-flood-death-toll-hits-11-thousands-more-homeless&psig=AFQ


News Letter          Volume 39  No 2  June  2016.            

New Year Festival 

Contributed by Gothami Meepe 

The rich diversity of dance and music found in our small island nation of               

Sri Lanka is incredible.  Most of us who left the country to settle in faraway lands 

realise its    value and beauty only when we are separated from it. Since we are 

fortunate to have settled in Australia which   encourages all cultural activities 

among its diverse cultures, Sri Lanka Society of  Queensland is able to continue 

to hold its annual New Year Function and make it affordable for a large section 

of the community to attend a function of this nature. We are grateful for the    

support of the State government and the Brisbane City Council whosegenerosity 

makes this possible. 

The New Year celebration was held on the 23rd of April and was attended by the 

High Commissioner for Sri Lanka, Mr. Somasundaram Skandakumar  Hon Grace Grace MP, Minister for 

Employment and Industrial Relations, Minister for Racing, Minister for Multicultural Affairs, Councillor    

Adrian Schrinner, Deputy Mayor, Chair for Public and Active Transport and Councillor for Chandler,             

representing the Lord Mayor of Brisbane, Mr Lal Wickrematunge Consul General for Sri Lanka in NSW and 

Qld and Mr Anton Swan Honorary Consul for Sri Lanka in Queensland .  

Following the traditional lighting of the lamp and boiling 

milk to the accompaniment of the Rabana, the guests 

were treated to a cultural concert, showcasing the talent 

of the younger generation. The variety of the items and 

the beautiful costumes were much appreciated.  The 

comperes kept the crowd informed about each dance. 

 The traditional sweets of Kavun, Kokis kept the hunger 

pangs away till dinner time. A sumptuous meal was      

provided by Thilani and the Mansfield Tavern.                        

 

The scintillating music of DJ Rush flown in from Melbourne kept the dance floor crowded from start to fin-

ish.  

The annual raffle for charity was a huge success. Not only were the tickets sold out in record time, gener-

ous donors made it possible to raise more than double the expected amount. The money will be donated 

to the Federation of Sri Lankan Organisations of Queensland for shipping hospital beds to Sri Lanka. We 

would like to thank all the donors and all those who participated in the raffle for helping us raise money for 

this worthy cause. 

The management committee of Sri Lanka Society of Queensland wishes to thank all the teachers, perform-

ers, sponsors, technicians and volunteers for their time and effort in making this function possible. We 

would also like to thank all those who attended the function as it is your patronage and appreciation that 

encourages our younger generation to keep our traditions and cultural heritage alive. 



News Letter          Volume 39  No 2  June 2016.            

Photos from New Year Festival 



News Letter          Volume 39  No 2  June 2016.            

Photos from New Year Festival 



News Letter          Volume 39  No 2  June 2016.            

Photos from New Year Festival 



News Letter          Volume 39  No 2  June 2016.            

Photos from New Year Festival 



News Letter          Volume 39  No 2  June 2016.            

Photos from New Year Festival 



News Letter          Volume 39  No 2  June 2016.            

Photos from New Year Festival 

See more photos by visiting our website   http://srilankansqld.org/ 

 

http://srilankansqld.org/
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The Census 2016 is to be conducted on the 9
th

 August 2016.  
 
 
Every five years the Australian Government conducts a census of the population.  The 
Census is a significant event that provides an important snapshot of Australia’s people 
and their housing. It helps estimate Australia’s population, which is used to distribute 
government funds and plan services for the community, including housing, transport, 
education, industry, hospitals and the environment. 
 
 
This year the Census will be on-line. 
 
 
Completing the Census online will be fast, easy, secure, environmentally friendly, and 
help to reduce the cost of the Census to the community. If anyone is unable to complete 
the census form on-line, paper forms can be requested where needed and must be com-
pleted and returned in the Reply Paid envelope provided.  
 
 
The Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) conducting the census wishes to ensure that 
Culturally and Linguistically Diverse (CALD) Communities and refugees are well in-
formed about the census. With this in mind, they are recruiting bilingual and bicultural 
Field Officers. The role of the Special Field Officers is to assist people in the community 
to understand the Census and inform them how to fill the census form, ei-
ther online or on hard copy. Information about these Field Officer positions and how to 
apply for them are provided in the flyer in the next page.  

Australian Census  

 
Sri Lankan Drumming Classes 
 

The Sri Lanka Society is starting drumming classes.  If you are  
interested in your child participating, can you please contact 
 
 
Hermin  3396 9061, or  Gothami 3341 0102 
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