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Presidents Message 

I am happy to be re-elected as part of the 38th Management   
Committee of Sri Lanka Society of Queensland.  
 
I wish all the members and friends a Happy New Year and I hope 
the Year 2016 will bring you and your family good health, good 
luck and good fortune.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 2015 Committee 
Members for their contribution and the tremendous work done by 
them for the Society. Also thanks to Noel and Aloma de Silva, 
Ranjika Herath, Ranjan Wijeratne and Thilani Gomes for their  
contribution last year as part of the Management Committee. 
 
I welcome the committee for 2016 and especially the people who 
are joining this year.  
Our flagship function the New Year Cultural Concert will be on the 
23rd April. I hope to meet all of you. This is the 38th year that the 
Society has celebrated the New Year.  
 
We are proposing a Members & Friends Night and a Picnic in the 
Park in the second half of the year. If you have feedback or ideas 
for functions, please give me or one of the Committee Members a 
call. 
 
To ensure the future viability of the Society with current needs   
being identified and innovative ways to fulfill these within the ethos 
of the Society it would be good to see the members of the Society 
encouraging their adult and university age children to get involved.  
 
In addition, we need to maintain the connection to members of the 
past who have established the traditions. It would be good to see 
former members of the Society who haven’t renewed their mem-
bership doing so, attending functions and supporting the Society. 
 
 
Hermin Goonetilleke 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                 

Committee Members 2016  

President   Hermin Goonetilleke         

Vice President Gothami Meepe 

Secretary   Persis Ranasinghe   

Treasurer  Jayamani Soysa 

Cultural Secretary Dulanjalee Perera 

Publication Secretary Jayampathy Tennakoon    

Commitee  Ronnie Anandappa     Chamitha    
Weerasinghe Neela Matthews, Namal Wijeratne 

Auditors  David Adams   

Solicitor:  Matthew Jones  
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Management Committee Report 2015 
 

Annual General Meeting: 
The Annual General Meeting for 2015 was held on 8

th
 February at the Toowong Community Centre.  All 

the positions for the Management Committee were filled on the day. 
 
Management Committee and Newsletter: 
The Management Committee held monthly meetings and the newsletter was published three monthly 
and sent to members. 
 
Clean Water Appeal - in aid of the Moorooka Lions Sri Lanka CKDu Project 
On 31

st
 January, Sri Lanka Society of Queensland held a dinner dance to raise funds for the Lions Club 

of Moorooka’s Clean Water Appeal for Sri Lanka.  This was organised to provide purified water to a vil-
lage affected by Chronic Kidney Disease in the North Central Province of Sri Lanka. 
 
The function began with lighting of the oil lamp by Anton Swan, the Honorary Consul for Sri Lanka and 
Ian Towers, the President of the Moorooka Lions Club, Bill Deutrom, the President of the Federation of 
Sri Lankan Organisations of Queensland, Warren Loos, the Lions Member who took the initiative to raise 
funds for this project and Hermin Goonetilleke, President of the Sri Lanka Society of Queensland.  It was 
followed by speeches and a Kandyan dance performed by Anuki De Silva. Our compere Laurensz Man-
ricks made certain that things ran smoothly and a good time was had by all.  
 
There was a gathering of over 160 people at South Sports Club.  The hall was hired at a discounted 
price.  Basil Britto from Curry Cabin provided the guests with a sumptuous dinner. 
 
Many donations were received for this worthy cause.  All proceeds from the function were donated to 
Moorooka Lions Club for the project. 
 
New Year Function 
The 2015 New Year Function was held on 25

th
 April at the Mansfield Function Centre, 181 Wecker 

Road, Mansfield.  As usual the function was well attended. 
 
The cultural concert was a display of young talent within our community.  The concert consisted of very 
colourful and interesting items.  Some of them were the Pooja Dance, Bharatha Natyam, Stage Drama, 
Music and Dance, Folk Dance, Modern Dance, Bollywood Medley Dance, Baila Dance and many more. 
 
A delicious meal was provided by Thilani Gomes and was followed by music from our very own group 
“Famous”.  There was a packed dance floor with everyone enjoying the music and dancing.   
 
The function was attended by Hon Shannon Fentiman MP, Minister Cultural Affairs, Councillor Angela 
Owen-Taylor (Deputy Chairman of the Finance, Economic Development and Administration Committee 
representing the Lord Mayor of Brisbane), Ms Yoko Yanagisawa, Mr Eric Quevauvilliers, Fr Dilan Perera 
and Mr Anton Swan (Honorary Consul for Sri Lanka in Queensland). 
 
We wish to express our gratitude to Multicultural Affairs Queensland and the Brisbane City Council for 
the funding received towards our cultural concert. 
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Talk by Tina Faulk on her Book 
The talk by Tina Faulk on her book ‘The Island of Singing Fish’’ was held on 16

th
 August 

at the Sunnybank Community Centre.  This was a great success and we had more than 
40 members and guests in attendance.  It was the story of a family, a community and an 
island, written with love, nostalgia and the yearning for an island “we all once called 
home”.  Tina Faulk sold copies of her book on the day. Proceeds from the sale of the 
book was donated to rural hospitals in Sri Lanka. The talk was followed by an afternoon 
tea with Sri Lanka flavour. 
 
Family Fun Day  
The Family Fun Day was held on 15

th
 November, from 10am to 2pm at Heathwood Park.  

There were more than 80 people attending this event on the day.  There were many fami-
lies with young children.  There were many games and activities for the children as well 
as the adult folk who were there on the day.  The games were arranged for the different 
age groups and everyone who attended had a chance of participating.  As it was close to 
Christmas, there was Santa Claus and gifts for all the children who attended.  Lunch 
packets were made available by Thilani Catering.  A small percentage of the proceeds 
from the lunch packets were handed to SLSQ and was used to cover part of the cost of 
the event. 
 
Web Site 
The web site has been updated with photographs of functions and Newsletters.  The site 
has been maintained by volunteers. A Facebook Page has also been established to publi-
cise SLSQ functions. 
 
Finance 
The financial result for the year was a surplus of $818. This was achieved through interest 
on deposits and membership fees. The three functions held during the year (taking into 
account that all surplus from the Clean Water Appeal was donated to Moorooka Lions) 
was approximately break-even which in turn was achieved by close attention to costs,. 
 
Donations 
This year the Society donated $4,349 to worthy causes in Sri Lanka. That is, $3,849 to 
Moorooka Lions (in association with Borella Lions) for the supply of clean water to villag-
es affected by  Chronic Kidney Disease of Unknown Origin CKDu; and $500 to assist with 
the building of a new wing at St Vincent’s Children Home. 
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Other Matters 
The lack of volunteers to take up positions in the Society continues to be a 
problem.  The younger generation needs to be contacted and given some re-
sponsibilities.  The current members should seek out young and capable vol-
unteers who would be willing to contribute their time and energy and also 
bring in modern ideas. 
 
The committee would like to thank all the sponsors and advertisers for their 
valuable contribution and support.  We would like to thank the members and 
friends for attending the functions and giving us the encouragement needed 
for us to do our work and improve where possible. 
 
We warmly welcome the new committee members and thank last year’s com-
mittee for their hard work to make 2015 a successful year for SLSQ. 
 
 
 
On behalf of the Management Committee 
Persis Ranasinghe 
Secretary 
 

Society Family Funday 



News Letter          Volume 39  No 1  March  2016.            



News Letter          Volume 39  No 1  March  2016.            

Society Family Funday 
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