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Sri Lanka Society of Qld, Sinhala and 

Tamil  New Year celebrations 2015 

For the 37
th
 year in succession, SLSQ held the Sinhala and 

Tamil New Year celebrations on 25th April at Mansfield Func-

tion Centre, Mansfield. The guests for the evening were: Hon 

Ms Shannon Fentiman, Minister for Communities, Women and 

Youth, Minister for Child Safety and Minister for Multicultural 

Affairs, Cr Ms Angela Owen-Taylor, Councillor for Parkinson 

Ward, Deputy to the Lord Mayor on International Relations & 

Multicultural Affairs, Deputy Chairman of Council, Honorary Sri 

Lankan Consul for Queensland, Mr Anton Swan, Ms Yoko 

Yangisawa and Mr Eric Quevauvillers representing Queensland 

Consular Corp. We were also honoured by the presence of a 

visitor from Sri Lanka Fr Dilan Perera Director St Vincent’s 

Boys’ Home in Maggona, Sri Lanka. 

The guests were ceremonially welcomed by the President and 

the Cultural Secretary and led in procession with drummers and 

young girls and boys with Sesaths. They were then garlanded 

or presented with bouquets. The celebrations started with the   

traditional practices of lighting of the oil lamp by the invited 

guests to the beat of Magul Bera, boiling of milk, drumming of 

rabana and serving of rasakevili (kavun, kokis, bibikkan). Mr 

Jayantha Pathikirikorale was the community representative  

invited to join the guests in lighting the lamp. Mrs Pushpa            

J   ayasekara former President and Treasurer of SLSQ was 

invited to boil the milk, a tradition observed for thousands of 

years in Sri Lanka.  

Soon after the official ceremony was completed, the Cultural 

concert started. This year we had dance items from Kandyan,    

, Bollywood, Modern and Fusion and Baila dances. The       

comperes were Miss Asara Wijeratne and Mr Shael Manricks. 

Sri Lankan buffet dinner prepared by chef Mrs Thilani Gomes 

was served after the conclusion of the cultural show. All guests    

enjoyed the scrumptious dinner. A raffle in aid of Moggona 

Boys’ home was organised while the dinner was being served.          

Fr Dilan Perera thanked the Society for providing publicity and 

funds for renovating the 100 years old Boys’ Home in Maggona.  

Finally it was the time to relax and sway to the lovely music by 

the young group ‘Famous’. They entertained the attendees with 

old and new English and Sinhala songs. There was a Baila 

competition for young and those young at heart to participate.        

Everyone had an enjoyable night. 

Contributed by: Namal Wijeratne Cultural Secretary 
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See more photos in the Society website http://srilankansqld.org 
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 The Moorooka Lions Clean Water Project to Combat CKD in Sri Lanka  

 

                                  Update as at 1 July 2015  

 

Following the selection of the villages for the first of the two Clean Water Projects in early March this year covering 
the Kapugollewa and Mardanmaduwa villages in the Horowpothana electorate with just over 2,000 villagers, the vil-
lages that will be covered by the second project were identified and earmarked last week. 

 

The second project encompasses three villages in the PadaviSripura AGA Division in the Trincomalee District and 
serves a total population of 3740 comprising the following villages 

Samanpura  –Population of 1462 

Lassanagama -  Population of 762 

Yaya (Track 10) – Population of 1506 

 

In these three villages, a couple of hundred residents have already contracted the dreaded CKD Disease with quite a 
number of them succumbing to the disease. Unlike in the first project which serves a fewer number as these villages 
are in a remote area (75km from Anuradhapura) with no one to address their concerns, the second project serves a 
more densely populated area & hence the larger numbers being provided with safe drinking water. 

 

Whilst the first project awaits the receipt of the Reverse Osmosis Plants from the supplier in the USA (which is ex-
pected to take another 4-6 weeks to arrive in Sri Lanka) to carry out installation & to construct the water tanks & 
buildings to house the machinery as well as to train the villagers to operate the machinery, the preparatory work in 
connection with the second project is being carried out presently. For the second project, the Pradeshiya Sabha is 
expected to hand over the 5 perches of land that is required to install the 4 pieces of machinery and the 10,000 litre 
water tank to supply the three villages with pure drinking water in the next week or two. The legal entity (Community 
Based Organisation) comprising Lions Club of Borella members & elders from these villages to take ownership of 
this land and the project machinery will be established once the land is released.  

 

Of the approximately $55,000 to $57,000 that is required for the two projects, $33,000 (Rupees 3.5 million) has al-
ready been transferred to the Borella Lions Club to pay the US Supplier Pure Aqua for the 2 RO machines  and for 
construction works associated with the first project.  

 

A raffle ticket appeal initiative was organised by the Lions Club of Moorooka to raise funds following the depreciation 
of the Australian Dollar in the last few months in relation to the Sri Lankan Rupee. The draw was on July 1. The re-
sults of the draw are published at - http://www.e-clubhouse.org/sites/brisbanemoorooka/page-9.php. Approximately 
$5,000 was raised from this. 

 

Lion Warren Loos on behalf of the Lions Club of Moorooka  

http://www.e-clubhouse.org/sites/brisbanemoorooka/page-9.php


News Letter          Volume 38  No 2  July 2015.       



News Letter          Volume 38  No 2  July 2015.       

A little about Tina Faulk in her own words -  

I'm a Sri Lankan born writer and journalist who lives in Canberra, Australia. My self-

published book 'The island of Singing Fish - a colonial childhood in Ceylon' tells the  

story of my family, community -the Burghers, descendants of Portuguese, Dutch and 

British traders to the island in the days of Dutch and English East India Companies- 

and the official government policy, after Independence, that sent many members of the 

English-educated middle class ('the Peredeniya Generation, as I've called them), to find 

new homes in Australia, the US Canada, the UK and Europe. 

I came to Australia as a child, after my parents decided to leave Sri Lanka after 1959 

and my family lived in Brisbane -  No 1, Beauval Street Kedron was our first home in 

Australia. I worked at the Courier-Mail (then Queensland Newspapers) and then moved 

to Sydney and then overseas, to work as a journalist in Hong Kong -interestingly, one 

of my colleagues on the Far East Asia Economic Review was Nuri Vittachi, whose family 

had lived in the same Nugegoda neighbourhood as mine  

Request  from a Sri Lankan Community Member: 

Sri Lanka Society received the following email request from a community mem-

ber. If you come across  a person  as described by the below email please noti-

fy the Society secretary@srilankansqld.org 

. 

To: secretary@srilankansqld.org 

Subject: Rienze Peries 

 

Good Afternoon, 

Hope all is well with you and your members? 

 

I'm hoping that you might be able to help me? I am looking for an old friend 

Reinze Peries a Sri Lankan from around the Sunny Bank or Annerley areas of 

Brisbane and would be great full of any help in contacting him to renew 

our acquaintances! Reinze was with Combined Insurance Australia @ 

Spring Hill where I worked with him in the early 2000's, I have copied 

my business card here in and if it were in anyway possible to find him I 

would be forever 

grateful. 

 

Warm Regards 

Peter  peter@mcinnes-snow.com.au 

mailto:secretary@srilankansqld.org
mailto:secretary@srilankansqld.org
mailto:peter@mcinnes-snow.com.au


News Letter          Volume 38  No 2  July 2015.       

 Struggling against the current  

By Noel De Silva  

 

About twelve years ago, our family visited a friend in the Sunshine Coast. Our friends had a holiday apartment in 
Maroochydore, very close to the beach. That weekend only the husband and their youngest daughter about 19 years 
old were present. The wife was in Sri Lanka at the time. We arrived at the apartment in the morning of a Sunday.  
 
Before sitting down for the lunch that had been prepared by my friend we went for a drive. On the way we came 
across a boat club on a branch of Cornmeal Creek. We hired two canoes. That is, one for my elder daughter who 
was about ten years and my friend’s daughter and the other for my little daughter who was about eight years and 
myself. We received safety gear including floater jackets which we wore. While my wife and our friend waited on the 
bank the four of us hopped on to the canoes.  
 
At this point the creek was about 100 meters wide, and the water appeared to be nice and calm. I was instructing my 
little daughter, such as how to make a turn, etc. even though I had not even touched an oar before.  
 
Our intention was to paddle to the other side and return to where we started. We guided our canoe slowly to about 
the middle of the water and looked around to see that the other canoe was returning. Thinking that we also need to 
make it back soon, I gave up on going to the other shore and decided to go a few meters towards the main creek. 
After paddling a short distance, we decided that it was time to make a turn. Instructing my daughter, we both started 
paddling on the same side. To my surprise, our paddling did not have the desired effect and instead of turning, our 
canoe continued going forward.  
 
We attempted to turn the canoe to the other side but to no avail. By this time I was aware that the current was pulling 
the canoe towards the main creek and the water there appeared to be rough. I was starting to panic while attempting 
to show a calm appearance so as not to alarm my daughter. I let her know that we were in a little bit of bother but 
she was game.  
 
A passenger boat was passing by about thirty or forty meter away from us. Thinking this was an opportunity to get 
some help, I started shouting and waving at them and so did my daughter, and some of the passengers waved back 
at us without noticing our dilemma. We continued paddling on the same side of the canoe with the intention of turn-
ing towards where we started, while the canoe was drifting further and further.  
 
Another boat went pass us and we made the same gesture and shouted for help. The driver of the boat never even 
looked at us. As this boat was travelling at some speed, he probably never even noticed us. Nothing was working, 
and the canoe was only gathering speed.  
 
While we were only a couple of metres from the main creek, the canoe started to slowly turn. I was relieved and felt 
as if a heavy load had been lifted off my shoulder. It felt as if somebody had helped me and gave credit to my 
“Achchi” or grandmother in heaven and thanked her.  She was quite a matriarch of the family when I was a little boy.  
 
We kept on paddling towards where we started. Everybody thought we had a good ride and did not realise the an-
guish that I went through. The thought flashing through my mind was some natural forces are stronger than the hu-
man will and what we need to do is to learn to allow them to help us without getting in their way. The lesson I learned 
that day from this experience remains with me to this day.  
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                                                           2015 Committee Members 

President   Hermin Goonetilleke         

Vice President Ronnie Anandappa     Secretary   Persis Ranasinghe   

Treasurer  Noel De Silva  Cultural Secretary Namal Wijeratne    

Publication Secretary Jayampathy Tennakoon   Social Secretary Aloma De Silva 

 Committee Members Gothami Meepe, Ranjika Herat, Thilani Gomes, Ranjan Wijeratne 

Sri Lanka Society of Queensland Inc 

Membership Application Form 

Objectives of the Society 

1. To promote harmonious co-operation and friendship amongst immigrants from Sri Lanka and Australians irrespective of 

racial, religious, political and other differences. 

2. To preserve, promote and project the culture of Sri Lanka. 

3. To render assistance to students and immigrants from Sri Lanka. 

4. To encourage and foster recreational, sporting and social activities. 

5. To publish and circulate news of Sri Lanka and local events. 

6. To render assistance to the people of Sri Lanka in times of need, at the discretion of the Management Committee. 

Name (with preferred title)……………………………………………………. 

Postal Address: ……………………………………………………………. 

 ……………………………………………………………………… 

Telephone: ……………………………………Email………………………………………………………………. 

Category (please tick)   Family ($20)    Single ($10)   Concession Family ($10)  Concession single ($5)         

I apply for / wish to renew (delete as appropriate) membership of Sri Lanka Society of Queensland Inc un-

der the category marked above. I agree with the objectives and the rules of the society. 

The relevant fee is enclosed, herewith. 

………………………..      ……………………….. 

Signature         Date 

Payments can be made by Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT). 

Account Name:  Sri Lanka Society of Queensland Inc  BSB  : 06 4000    Acc: Number : 10725278 

Bank  : Commonwealth Bank, Queen Street, Brisbane. 


